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undertake." On this same point Mr. Poulton, the British Empire workers' delegate,
observed : "I note the proposals made, and wish to stress a point which I feel to
be of increasing importance but which does not in my judgment receive the
attention it merits—I refer to agriculture—believing as I do that in raising the
status of the agricultural labourer, and increasing the means \vhereby the
amenities of life are placed more easily within his reach we shall not only help to
keep more people on the land but we shall at the same time help to retard that
flocking to the towns which increases the difficulties already very great in the
industrial sphere."
Speaking at the final discussion on forced labour Monsieur Jonhaux, the
French workers' delegate, dwelt upon the reasons which led the workers on the
committee concerned to submit a minority report to the conference. "In the
first place we were forced to do so becaue of the general tendency which made
itself felt in the Committe and in the second place we were forced to draw up 'this
report because there were particular proposals made by us in the committee and
turned down by that committee." The woikers felt that the general terms in which'
the questionnaire had been drafted in this connection, did not tend to suppress forced
labour. Taking his stand on the terms of the Mandates in the League's constitution,
the French workers1 delegate urged the obligation on the part of the I. L. O. to
condemn forced labour unequivocally, and to take steps to bring that practice
to an end. Mr. B. Shiva Rao^ on behalf of the Indian workers, also intimated
to the Conference his impression that "every member in the committee did
not seem to show anxiety to improve the lot of the people subject to forced
labour." The Indian workers' delegate had full support from the employers1
representative for M-\ B> Das vigorously urged the adoption of a bold policy on
the part of the I. L, 0. in this regard. He said:—"I must express my warm
appreciation to the governing body of the International Labour Office for having
brought the forced labour problem into the agenda of the conference. In my
opinion this is the most important international problem the International
Labour Conference has attempted to find a solution. There are some people
who believe that at this Conference we cannot discuss the question of the control
of economic development in different parts of the world, and that we cannot lay
down rules to control and regulate the economic development of different countries.
There are others who think that this conference can control and regulate the
economic development of territories in the interests of the workers.' We know,
however, that we cannot bring the whole world under the same system of
conditions of work and above all what we have to deal with is not so much the
oppression of class by class as the oppression of race by race. I welcome
whole-heartedly the resolution for the abolition of long-term contracts for workers
and1 we as Indian workers are vitally interested in this problem, for there are
hundreds of thousands of my countrymen who are working under the long-term
contract system in the Assam tea-gardens, in the Malay States in Ceylon, in South
Africa and in other parts of the British Dominions where their conditions of work
are not human."
Tne closing phase of the Conference was as usual marked by haste
to cover the whole ground 'of the Agenda. Of the Indian Delegation
Messrs. Kasturibhai and Mukerjee of the employers' groups, Messrs. Joshi,
Chowdhuri and Kalappa of the workers', and Dr. Paranjpye and Mr, Clow of
the Government, took part in the deliberations, Mr. Kalappa defended his position
that theie was need for regulating the hours of work of employees in commercial
establishments, usually brought under the category of intellectual workers, against
Mr. Mukerjfs statement that the question was not yet ripe for consideration, in
connection with India. Mr. Chowdhury, in a speech greatly criticising the Govern-
ment of I ndia, pointed to the absence of any adequate legislation concerning dock
workers, and in answer, Mr. Clow assured the Conference that the Government
of India was fully in sympathy with the proposed convention for the safety of'
workers engaged in the loading and unloading of ships but could not deal in
detail with its provisions on account of the delay receiving the draft, Mr. Joshi

